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Cases of snake bites in Kanpur have reached a record level, with at least 34 people
being hospitalised in the last week of the rainy season. The city's largest hospital, LLR,
1s running short of anti-venom vials and has placed an order for 1,000 more. The heavy
rainfall has caused snakes to move to safer locations, including houses. The public has
been advised to inform authorities if they spot snakes and to take precautions in the
event of a snake bite.

In the last one week of the rainy season, the cases of snake bites have spiralled to a
record level in Kanpur.

At least 34 people had to be hospitalised, 11 of them in the last two days, said the
health officials.

LLR hospital, the city’s largest hospital, is the sole health facility where the snake bite
cases are referred to and treated. However, it is running short of anti-venom vials after

290 of them were used and a little over 310 were in stock.

A patient requires 15 to 20 vials during treatment.
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“This 1s the first time we have received such high number of snake bite cases. We
admitted six people on Monday and two on Tuesday,” said Dr JS Kushwaha, head of
medicine department. “All of them were serious patients. We have to use four to five
vials per person,” said Dr Kushwaha.

In view of high consumption, the GSVM medical college has placed an order of 1000
vials on an SOS basis. At present, on an average 40 vials are being used in LLR alone,
and the stock is unlikely to hold for long.

“If this trend of snake bites continues, there will be shortage of anti-venom vials soon,”
said a senior doctor. Dr AK Singh, superintendent in charge admits the order was
placed during sudden rise in such cases.

In Kannauj and Kanpur Dehat, eight cases have been reported in last two days.
The cases in Kanpur are being reported from the suburbs and rural areas.

“This year the city has received unusually heavy rainfall in the past 15 days. The water
has entered the snake pits making the reptiles move to safer locations, and they prefer
to hide in houses,” said Dr Nasir, veterinarian with Kanpur zoo.

The zoo has advised that people should inform the authorities for help if they spot
snakes. In case they hit the floor with stick, the vibrations and little bustle makes the
snake scamper.

In case of a bite, make the person lie down and take out all the accessories like watches
and jewellery. The venom spreads fast with physical activity. Do not consume any
caffeinated drink and try to reach the hospital at the earliest without much exertion.

éSave Water- Save Life, z Save a tree- Don't print unless it's really necessary!

Disclaimer:- This is a media alert subject to verification.
Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP), National Centre for Disease Control,
Ministry Of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India
22-Sham Nath Marg, Delhi — 110 054
For more information please contact: Media Scanning & Verification Cell: - Phone (011)23946029
Email: - idsp-msc@nic.in, idsp-npo@nic.in
Joinus on https://twitter.com/IDSP_MSVC



mailto:idsp-msc@nic.in

