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Officials of the Public Health Department have informed that 349 cases of dengue
fever have been reported in Tamil Nadu in the last 20 days alone. They also said that
currently 268 patients are receiving treatment in hospitals.

Due to the southwest monsoon season in Kerala, dengue and rat fever are increasing
in the state. As a continuation of that, the number of people admitted to hospitals
due to dengue fever has been increasing in the border districts of Tamil Nadu like
Coimbatore, Theni and Kanyakumari districts for the past few days.

In particular, the 'Aedes - aegypti' type of mosquito that spreads dengue fever is now
proliferating in large numbers.

To confirm that, 3,658 people have contracted dengue this year alone. Consequently,
the health department has intensified preventive measures.

Dr. Selvavinayagam, Director of the Public Health Department said:
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Although dengue cases have been reported to be less than last year, extensive
mosquito control measures are necessary.

Accordingly, private and government hospitals have been instructed to ensure that
information is provided to the district health directorate about dengue fever cases. In
case of high prevalence of dengue in neighboring districts or states, it has been
requested to report the details to the Deputy Health Director of the district.

Monitoring of disease-carrying mosquitoes and larval production has been advised.
He said that separate vigilance activities are being carried out in all places like
homes, schools, parks, colleges and public places.

Dengue this year!
Month - affect
January — 866
February — 641
March 512

April — 302

May — 271

June — 364

July — 353

August (up to 20) — 349
Total - 3,658
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