Appendices

Appendix 1: Proposed core competencies 

At the end of the course, the participants should have acquired the following competencies:

	1. Handle data 

	· Calculate measures of central tendency 

	· Measure frequency (incidence, prevalence) 

	· Present data in tables, graphs and maps

	· Use of office software for data compilation and presentation 

	2. Operate surveillance for decision making

	· Implement new, revised surveillance procedures (IDSP) at the district level 

	· Process data (including collection, handling, maintenance and transmission)

	· Analyze (i.e., count) surveillance data by time, place and person, including detection of unusual events (e.g., through use of pre-determined alerts)

	· Feed back surveillance information for decision-making 

	· Monitor the quality and usefulness of surveillance operations

	· Use of office software for data analysis and transmission

	3. Respond to limited, localized outbreaks

	· Generate hypotheses regarding the source of infection on the basis of descriptive information

	· Collect, process, store and transport laboratory specimens for a limited number of identified scenarios

	· Implement basic prevention and control measures at the individual and personal level 

	· Communicate recommendations at the district level with public health managers, health care workers, local government, opinion leaders and local media

	4. Exchange within the health system

	· Give an oral presentation for health system colleagues 

	· Write an internal note / investigation report

	5. Monitor surveillance activities

	· Report on use of human and financial resources

	· Monitor surveillance activities through calculation of standardized, routine indicators 


