Part 5: Formulating recommendations for action (2 hours)

When comparing the cases of acute diarrhea with the non cases, one can see that not only there is a high proportion of case-patients (29/40, 70%) who drunk water from the well, but also, that this high frequency of well water consumption is unique to the cases: Among unaffected neighbours, fewer persons (23/80, 30%) drunk water from the well. This substantial difference among cases and unaffected neighbours supports the hypothesis that the well was the source of the outbreak. This difference among cases and unaffected neighbours does not exist when the issue of eating food from outside of the village is examined.

Table 1: Consumption of water from the suspected well among case-patients and unaffected neighbours, Parbatia, Orissa, India, 2003

	
	Cases of acute diarrhea
	Unaffected neighbours
	Total

	Drunk well water

	29
	23
	51

	Did not drink well water

	11
	57
	69

	
Total
	40
	80
	120


The investigators have now concluded that the cholera outbreak may have been caused by an unprotected well that had been contaminated by an initial case-patient who washed her clothes soiled with feces while she was convalescent. They also understand that the epidemic curve suggests a certain amount of person-to-person transmission.

Break in small groups for the three next questions.

Question 5.A

What recommendations can be proposed for the short term? Evaluate these recommendations in terms of whether:

(a) They are based upon the results of the investigation;

(b) They are specific (not too vague);

(c) They are feasible;

(d) They are cost-effective;

(e) They are acceptable to the community.

Question 5.B

What recommendations can be proposed for the longer term? Apply the same checklist to evaluate your recommendations.

Question 5.C

Come to a consensus as to which of the potential recommendations you will keep (according to your checklist). As a group, prepare a plan of action to determine how you would proceed to implement these recommendations. Ask yourselves: What? who? how? When? 

One you have completed your plans of action as a group, gather with other groups and compare your plans.

2
An outbreak of cholera in Parbatia, Orissa, India. District course version. Version 3.2 – 16 July 2008


