Part 6: Communicating results of the investigation (2 hours)

The epidemiologists reviewed the recommendations that were suggested by the investigation group according to the proposed evaluation criteria (Table 1).

Table 1: Review of the possible recommendations that could be formulated for the cholera outbreak in Parbatia, Orissa, 2003

	
	
	Evidence-based
	Specific
	Feasible
	Cost-effective
	Acceptable

	Possible short term recommendations
	1. Stop using the well
	++
	++
	++
	++
	++

	
	2. Chlorinate the well
	++
	++
	++
	++
	+

	
	3. Implement sanitation
	-
	-
	-
	?
	-

	
	4. Provide alternate water supply
	++
	++
	++
	++
	+

	
	5. Promote hand washing
	?
	++
	?
	++
	+

	
	6. Promote safe food handling
	-
	-
	?
	?
	+

	
	7. Boil drinking water
	++
	++
	-
	-
	?

	
	8. Forbid washing of clothes in wells
	++
	++
	++
	++
	++

	Possible long term recommendations
	1. Provide piped water supply
	++
	++
	--
	--
	?

	
	2. Protect the wells
	++
	++
	++
	+
	++

	
	3. Bore more tube wells
	++
	++
	-
	-
	?

	
	4. Construct toilets
	++
	+
	--
	--
	?

	
	5. Educate for proper sanitation
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--

	
	6. Chlorinate the wells regularly 
	?
	+
	--
	?
	--

	
	7. Educate for personal hygiene
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--

	
	8. Education for safe use of wells
	++
	++
	++
	++
	++


On the basis of this review, a limited number of recommendations were selected (Table 2).

Table 2: Summary of recommendations, cholera outbreak, Parbatia, Orissa, 2003

	
	Details about the recommendations

	
	What?
	Who?
	How?
	When?

	Short term
	1. Warn that the well is dangerous
	· Health worker
	· Discussions
	· Evenings

	
	2. Chlorinate the well
	· Panchayat
	· Guidelines
	· Immediately

	
	3. Provide alternate water source
	· Panchayat
	· Making plans
	· Immediately

	
	4. Ban clothe washing in well
	· Panchayat
	· Making rule
	· Immediately

	Long term
	5. Protect the well involved
	· Pamchayat
	· Brims, platform
	· ASAP

	
	6. Educate for safe use of wells
	· Health worker
	· Discussions
	· Evenings


Now the epidemiologist needs to communicate the findings of the investigation with the villagers, the district collector and the local press (through the administrative clearance).

Question 6.A

Divide the class in three groups each of these three audiences and answer these questions:

a. How can the audience be characterized? 

b. What may the concern(s) of this audience?

c. What do we expect from the audience?

d. What is the best way (media) to reach the audience?

e. What is the tone we should use to reach the audience?

f. What should be the content of the message?

Question 6.B

As a group, prepare the communication material to be used with your audience to get across the message needed.
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