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Media Scanning & Verification Cell 

Media alert from the Media Scanning & Verification Cell, IDSP-NCDC. 
 

Enteric fevers, especially typhoid, is on the rise in Hyderabad as also are diarrhoea 
and Hepatitis A. In the last two months, 1,301 enteric fever cases have been reported 
in the city, while over 16,178 cases of diarrhoea (including gastroenteritis cases) have 
been reported.  

The toll of viral hepatitis in the same period is 70. The rising figures could be the 
result of largescale drinking water contamination, fear experts. 

Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP) has flagged the spike in water-
borne diseases in the city. In fact, many cases are being reported from slum areas in 
and around the city, but there is no exception of posh areas too. These include 
Banjara Hills, Aayappa Society, Madinaguda, Chandrayangutta, Karwan, 
Habsiguda, Hafeezpet, Afzalgunj and Mehdipatnam among others. 

As per official statistics, leptospirosis cases have not been reported in the city in the 
recent past, but some cases have been reported in Mahabubnagar district. 
Leptospirosis or rat fever cases are likely to go undetected as individual diagnostic 
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tests are not run due to the high cost of investigation as compared to the cost of 
treatment,” said Dr Ashish Chauhan, consultant preventive medicine. Hw added that 
that experts use a cocktail of treatment for all viral and bacterial diseases at a go.  

Open drainage in several parts of the city is making matters worse by causing mixing 
of rainwater with dirty water. “Waterlogging, poorly fitted manholes and rusting 
drinking water pipelines contribute to the problem too. We are in touch with the 
GHMC to identify such areas,” said a senior official from the state health 
department. 

Experts pointed out that patients from the same locality and from the same family 
are seeking treatment. “This shows the lack of hygiene in the area. People should 
take extra precautions to maintain cleanliness around their places of stay and work,” 
said Dr Rahul Agarwal, senior consultant general physician, Medicover Hospitals. 

 


