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More than 60 people in the Baghajatin-Ramgarh-Gangulibagan belt have been
diagnosed with Hepatitis-A in the past one month, and many of them even had to be
hospitalized. According to some KMC officials, the disease now threatened to spread
to the adjacent neighbourhoods as well.

The outbreak was first reported from bordering areas of Ramgarh and Vidyasagar
Colony three weeks ago but the civic authorities allegedly ignored it in absence of
confirmatory reports reaching the KMC headquarters. But after local RSP councillor
Debasish Mukherjee raised an alarm and took up the matter with the municipal
chief health officer in the KMC on Tuesday, a team of doctors from the health wing
went to survey the affected areas on Thursday. They inspected the affected
households and collected samples of water.

Siblings Shreyashi Dutta (22) and Sanchari Dutta (21) from Ramgarh were
diagnosed with Hepatitis-A a fortnight ago. Their uncle, Avinandan Dutta, said they
initially did not take their condition too seriously though the sisters complained of
abdominal pain and kept losing weight.
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Doctors in the affected areas expressed apprehension that the situation might go out
of hands if the “civic authorities did not pay attention to the growing menace”.
Sanjay Dasgupta, a physician who has treated more than 30 patients down with
Hepatitis-A in the past few weeks, said the matter was rather serious and needed a
thorough investigation. “I have been attending to several patients, showing signs of
jaundice. After examination, Hepatitis-A germs is confirmed in most of them. It being
a water-borne disease, we must trace the source and take corrective measures
immediately,” Dasgupta said.

According to Tapan Majumdar another physician in the area who has also had
several jaundice patients in the past few weeks, said the disease would spread if
immediate steps were not taken. “It is more worrying because members of the same
family are falling prey to the disease. It usually takes a month for a Hepatitis-A
patient to get well, but if not diagnosed early and treated on time, it might prove
fatal,” he said. Councillor Mukherjee pointed out had the civic health department
been active a fortnight ago, the disease could have been contained.
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