
 

 

Save Water- Save Life,  Save a tree- Don't print unless it's really necessary! 

Disclaimer:- This is a media alert subject to verification.  
                         Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP), National Centre for Disease Control, 

Ministry Of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India 
22-Sham Nath Marg, Delhi – 110 054 

For more information please contact: Media Scanning & Verification Cell: - Phone (011)23946029 
Email: - idsp-msc@nic.in, idsp-npo@nic.in  

      Join us on            http://www.facebook.com/pages/Media-Scanning-Verification-Cell-IDSPNCDC/137297949672921 

                                             https://twitter.com/MSVC1   

 

Pa
ge

1 

   
 

Media Scanning & Verification Cell 
Media alert from the Media Scanning & Verification Cell, IDSP-NCDC. 

 

A 28-year-old tribal woman from the Changalamoola tribal hamlet at Neykuppa in 
Poothadi grama panchayat died of scrub typhus, transmitted by infected ticks, on 
Wednesday.The deceased has been identified as Bindu.A woman from Maveli Nagar 
at Cheeral in the district had died of the disease three months ago.“Bindu had been 
admitted to the District Hospital at Mananthavady four days ago with symptoms of 
scrub typhus and later she was referred to the Government Medical College Hospital, 
Kozhikode,” R. Renuka, District Medical Officer, told The Hindu. 

Her condition worsened on Tuesday night and she died on Wednesday, Dr. Renuka 
said.The samples collected from the patient had been sent to the Manipal Centre for 
Virus Research (MCVR) and the tests confirmed it as a case of scrub typhus, Dr. 
Renuka added. 

A few days ago, 24 fever cases were reported in the tribal hamlet and the ailing were 
admitted to the Family Health Centre at Poothadi. Ten among them showed 
symptoms of scrub typhus and the disease was confirmed in six persons, K.M. Noona 
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Marja, District Surveillance Officer, said.There was no need for panic as all steps had 
been taken to tackle the outbreak of the disease in the district, Dr. Marja said. 

Orientia tsutsugamushi, a tick-borne bacterium belonging to the family 
Rickettsiaceae, is responsible for scrub typhus in humans.Chigger mites (larval 
mites) on rodents such as rat and squirrel transmitted the disease to humans, Dr. 
Marja said. 

Surveillance improved 

Surveillance had been stepped up in forest areas of the hamlet, she added.According 
to data available with the district Health Department, 51 scrub typhus cases have 
been reported from the district so far this year, with two deaths as against 43 cases 
and one death during the corresponding period last year. 

 


