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A five-year-old girl from a village near Kariapatti in Virudhunagar district died of dengue 
fever at a private hospital in Madurai, health officials said on Sunday. Sanjana A, a Class I 
student from Arasakulam, was brought to the hospital after initially being taken to the 
Kariapatti government hospital with symptoms of fever. She died on Sunday morning in 
Madurai while undergoing intensive treatment for dengue. In another incident, a 12-year-old 
boy from a village near Thirumangalam who was receiving treatment for viral fever at 
Government Rajaji Hospital, died on Saturday night. Durai Maharajan, a Class VII student 
from Meenakshipuram near Thirumangalam, was initially taken to Sedapatty primary 
health centre last Wednesday with symptoms of fever. The following day he was admitted to 
the Thirumangalam government hospital after his symptoms got worse. 

After Maharajan’s blood platelet count started to dip to around the level usually observed in 
dengue patients, the boy was referred to the Government Rajaji Hospital where he died 
despite undergoing intensive treatment. “The boy’s platelet counts were low. But there was 
no confirmation of him being dengue positive till his death,” said a senior health official. 
With the rain in the last few days likely to cause a spike in fever and dengue cases in the 
district, health officials have urged the public to remain vigilant. 
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