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Media Scanning & Verification Cell 
Media alert from the Media Scanning & Verification Cell, IDSP-NCDC. 

 

 

While officials are still trying to figure out the reason for last week's gastroenteritis 

outbreak in Vaddera Basti in Madhapur, four more people, all aged over 70, have 

been found to have had severe kidney injury and moved to a corporate hospital from 

Gandhi Hospital where they were undergoing dialysis. The four patients were stable 

but the condition of another patient, who was already under dialysis at the corporate 

hospital, continues to be critical. 

 

Twenty-seven others under treatment at the Area Hospital in Kondapur are stable, 

officials said. 

One person has so far died after about 70 people had initially fallen ill following the 

outbreak on April 7. 

 

"The four elderly patients had co-morbidities, but the gastroenteritis infection would 

have made it worse," said Dr Varada Chary, superintendent of Area Hospital 

Kondapur, adding that the outbreak could be due to contaminated outside food. 
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HMWS&SB authorities have maintained that the same drinking water was supplied 

to over 5,000 households and has been found to be safe. 

 

With tests on water samples from the area by water board as well as the Institute of 

Preventive Medicine (IPM) ruling out drinking water contamination, authorities 

suspect that toddy could be a likely reason as its consumption is rampant in the area. 

Also, food and water from roadside vendors, including ice creams and soda, are on 

the radar of health officials for being possible sources of the outbreak. 

 

"The test results have shown that there is no drinking water contamination. So, it 

has to be related to outside food or water. Based on information from sources, we 

suspect it could be due to toddy. The outbreak is under control now and we have not 

seen any new cases of diarrhoea in the last 24 hours. Most others are recovering well. 

The five patients who developed severe kidney injury due to dehydration were having 

other co-morbidities too," said Dr S Lakshmi, district medical health officer, Ranga 

Reddy. 
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